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Alienating or isolating key members of the Texas Senate 
may cause a backlash against the lieutenant governor.

Speaker of the House

Once a largely honorary role that rotated between 
members, the Speaker of the Texas House of 
Representatives has become one of the most important 
elected officials in Texas.6 The Speaker of the 
House presides over sessions of the Texas House of 
Representatives. This title is the most common for the 
presiding officer of the lower house of state legislatures. 
The Texas Constitution required that the Texas House 
elect a Speaker from among its members as the first 
order of business at the beginning of the legislative 
session. Unlike in the U.S. House of Representatives, the 
official vote for the Texas Speaker has traditionally been 
bipartisan. However, as the story at the beginning of the 
chapter demonstrates, the political maneuvering leading 
up to that vote can be long, complicated, and bitter.

Although the election is often by secret ballot, 
candidates for the position of Speaker campaign for 
weeks before the vote is taken. Historically, this process 
involves a system in which members of the Texas House 
sign cards pledging their support to a candidate before 
the Texas Legislature meets. Thus, a candidate for the 
Speaker position largely knows which members are 
going to vote for her or him before the balloting occurs.7

The powers of the Speaker include presiding over 
debates on the floor of the House, including deciding 

whether to recognize a member to speak or introduce a motion. The Speaker’s power 
also extends to interpretation of the standing rules by which the legislature operates—a 
power that often proves critical in closely fought legislative battle. In addition, the Speaker 
appoints some standing committee members, the chairs of standing committees, and 
members of conference committees from the Texas House. The Speaker may also create 
select committees and interim committees. However, unlike the lieutenant governor in the 
Texas Senate, the Speaker’s power to appoint committee members to House committees 
is limited, since one-half of the makeup of some standing committees is determined by 
seniority. The Speaker also assigns bills to the committees. Thus, the Speaker has a great 
deal of control over the committee structure and which bills those committees receive.

The Speaker also serves on the LRB and appoints some of the members of the LBB. 
The Speaker also serves on the Legislative Council, the legislative agency that assists 
legislators with bill drafting, computer resources, and policy research. Taken together, 
these roles give the Speaker the ability to influence the size and shape of election 
districts, the state budget, and has a broad impact on the legislative process.

The expansive powers of the Speaker provide members of the House plenty of 
reasons to work with the Speaker. One recent study of presiding officers across the 

Speaker of the House
the presiding officer 
of the Texas House of 
Representatives

Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick presents his inaugural address 
as Greg Abbott formally becomes the forty-eighth governor of 
Texas. The lieutenant governor wields significant clout in the 
Texas Senate.
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